[Angioneurotic hereditary edema. 3 faimilial cases].
The study involved three families with hane. This disorder differs from the simple condition by its preferential visceral localisation (digestive and, above all, the glottis), its hereditary nature and the existence of a biological abnormality affecting the serum complement system (absence of enzyme activity of C1 esterase inhibitor in the serum of sufferers). The cases reported illustrate the serious prognosis of this condition (four deaths by asphyxia in one family) in the absence of specific therapy. This disorder, although rare, represents a fundamental problem in general pathology by virtue of the enzymatic, immunological and genetic processes which it involves.